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150 years

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING

Denis Flanigan was our speaker for the evening and he 
shared his own special brand of humour as well as 
beautiful pictures of this year’s stars at the plant  trials 
near Guelph.  Beautiful flowers and foliage always help 
to lessen the winter blahs.  
NEXT MEETING 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 23 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Peterborough Public Library on Aylmer 
Street.  Our speaker will be John Stratham and the topic 
is 'Grasses.'  After working for Sheridan Nurseries, and 
ultimately managing the perennial section, John started 
his own garden centre.  It's set in the pine woods at his 
home near Uxbridge so his commute consists of 
grabbing a coffee and walking out the door.  Because 
John is a plant collector, the nursery has collections of 
his favourite plants.  Currently there are large collections 
of Hostas, Daylilies, Grasses, Peonies, Hydrangeas, 
Echinacea, Heucheras, and Clematis

50/50
‘Twas the evening of the meetin
Dennis Flanagan set to speak
Dianne Clarke said “I will try it -
Give me five bucks worth this week.”
Dennis drew her number,
Pulled that ticket from the pail!
$142.50 later
She’s out shopping at the sales!
Other folks had winning tickets,
Though not quite so big a prize;
We had stuff to start our seedlings
While it’s still so cold outside.
There were trays with domes and peat pucks;
Plastic pots, begonias too;
We can get our gardening started now;
There’s just so much to do!
Rural Routes supplied these items
And they gave me a great deal.
In fact they were so generous
It was almost a steal!
Betty Dahmer also donated:
And supplied a lovely plate.
It’s was generous of her
And I think it’s really great.
My thanks to all who play along,

March, 2011

Volume 150

Number 3

And those who help me out.
We have some laughs, we have some fun:
And that’s what it’s all about!
Dawna Rhodenhizer

THANKS FROM HOSPITALITY

Give yourselves a pat on your back for remembering 
your coffee mugs!  Another draw will be made for a prize 
for those members bringing them to our next meeting. 
Remember this is helping to eliminate those nasty foam 
cups from the landfill.  Also thank-you to Joan and Gail 
for that extra help in the kitchen.  Many hands make light 
work!      Pat Lounsbury, Hospitality

GRANTS FOR BEAUTIFICATION

Applications for the 2011 beautification grants are 
beginning to come in!   Application deadline for 2011 is 
April 1st. A thank-you card was received from St. 
Matthew’s Church , a 2010 recipient.     Pat Lounsbury

Welcome New Members:  Myrna Camilleri and 
Debra-Lee Lachmann

A visit to John's Garden located at 4300 
Concession 7, Uxbridge is always worth the trip.
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MEMBERSHIP

It is time to renew your membership for 2011. 
Benefits of being a PHS member include informative 
speakers at our nine general meetings, newsletters, our 
150th anniversary yearbook, access to our extensive 
library, our member’s only garden tour, bus trips and 
other tours.  And remember, for insurance purposes, 
you must be a Horticultural Society member in 
order to volunteer at the garden show.  The cost is 
$15.00 (individual) or $20.00 (family).  The 
membership table will be set up at the door leading 
into the meeting room.  Please make your cheque 
payable to the Peterborough Horticultural Society. 
Also note that this will be the last newsletter that 
will be sent directly to you if you have not renewed 
for 2011.

GARDEN SHOW

The countdown for the 2011 Peterborough Garden 
Show is on.  The vendor/exhibitor space is filled and 
we have a waiting list!  With many familiar faces and 
some new ones, you will be able to shop to your heart’s 
content, make contact with plant societies and other not 
for profit groups and have your gardening questions 
answered from two Master Gardener groups.  Again we 
will have our fabulous flower show so why not enter in 
a category or two.  Our programme is completed with 
speakers and demonstrations.  Take a look at the 
website for the complete listing of vendors, exhibitors, 
speakers, demonstrations and flower show rules and 
categories. 

This year, for the first time, we invite parents to bring 
their children to enjoy activities at an area called ‘Little 
Green Thumbs.’  Crafts, planting and story areas will 
give parents and other caregivers an opportunity to 
enjoy some relaxing time with the young ones.  

ARE YOU VOLUNTEER MATERIAL?
We need your help!  At this point we have almost 
enough volunteers signed up but we need at least a 
dozen more people to make sure that the show runs 
smoothly.  Most of the assignments last only a few 
hours and usually consist of greeting, directing and 
assisting our visitors, assisting vendors if necessary, 
working in the ticket booth, covering the coat and 
parcel check room, etc.  You will enjoy yourself, meet 

new people and will have your entrance paid for the day 
you are volunteering.  At our March general meeting, 
make sure you sign up or, if you are not able to attend 
the meeting, you can reach Etela at 749-0730 or 
etvojnic@peterboro.net or Pat 741-1101.to sign up. 
Please help out.  

Rotary Club Tickets 
Tickets for the Rotary Club Draw will be available at 
the show and at our March General Meeting.  For $5.00 
you can have the chance to win a trip to Montreal or a 
wine country tour to the Niagara region or a patio table 
and umbrella.  All proceeds are used to support 
activities in the Peterborough area.  

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS

The Anniversary Committee has been busy planning fun 
activities for our 150 celebration.  We hope you will join 
in.

We will be celebrating our official anniversary at the 
April meeting with a special cake.  

We will be decorating our membership table at the 
Garden Show to celebrate.  Volunteers are always 
needed to be at this table to chat with people and sign 
up new members.  Please remember to sign up for at 
least one two-hour shift for the Garden Show.

On June 12th we will hold a special Member’s Garden 
Tour.  This will only be open to our members and one 
guest per member and is free of charge.  We are inviting 
all members to open their gardens for the tour.  Please 
remember, we are not looking for the perfect garden (is 
there such a thing without an army of gardeners?), but a 
space that you have cared for and enjoy.  We hope to 
have a ton of gardens to tour, so please join the group. 
You can email Chris at bcfree@bell.net or speak to 
Dianne Westlake, Pat deVilliers or Gail Deck.

We are also planning to celebrate in the Canada Day 
Parade this year.  We will walk the parade with our 
decorated wheelbarrows, perhaps full of red geraniums, 
and our best hats on our heads.  We hope to set this up 
in teams of two, so the load of pushing of the 
wheelbarrows is made easier.  There will be prizes 
awarded for the best decorated wheelbarrow and the 
best garden hat.  It will be great fun, so find a partner 
and start planning your decorations.  There will be a 
sign up sheet at the May meeting. 

On the evening of April 17, 1861 in the Assemble Room 
of Caisse’s House, the Peterborough Horticultural 
Society was established. Its first show was held in 
September of that year.

Don't forget to Lug-a-mug!
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PLANT SALE

Spring is just around the corner and before you know it, 
it will be time for our annual plant sale.  This year we are 
having one plant sale only.  It will be held on Saturday, 
May 14 from 9:00 – a11:00 a.m. at St. Alban's Church. 
Please mark the date and time on your calendar.  Sign up 
at the March meeting if you are able to help either Friday 
evening or Saturday morning.  We welcome any plants, 
extra seedlings, garden magazines and garden decor 
items in good condition you can contribute to the sale.  If 
you have extra plastic garden trays or pots please bring 
them to the March or April meetings for those who may 
need them.  Any gardening magazines may also be 
dropped off at that time.  If you have any questions or 
suggestions for our plant sale contact Julie Burch at 705-
799-5402 or tyjulie@sympatico.ca.  There will be more 
details about the sale in the April newsletter.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Once again PHS will be offering up to six scholarships of 
$1000 each to eligible students.  Since 2002 we have 
awarded $34,000 in scholarships.  The amazing success 
of our annual garden show has provided us with funds 
for these scholarships.  For more information  contact 
Julie Burch 705-799-5402 (tyjulie@sympatico.ca) or 
Karen Strano 705-745-2740 (kstrano@bell.net).  An 
information flyer will be available at our general 
meetings.  Scholarship eligibility and application 
information can also be found at the website: 
www.peterboroughgardens.ca.  Click on Peterborough 
Horticultural Society grants and scholarships.

DISTRICT 4 SPRING GET TOGETHER

On Saturday, March 19th from 1:00 – 3:30 p.m., OHA 
District 4 will hold the Spring Get Together at the 
Peterborough Public Library.  The topic for the meeting 
is Volunteerism.  Everyone is welcome so just come and 
join in.  

LAST CALL FOR CANADA BLOOMS BUS 
TRIP

There are still a couple of seats available for the St. 
Patrick’s Day bus trip to Canada Blooms,  What better 
way to celebrate on Thursday, March 17th.  The bus 
leaves from Coach Canada on Webber Ave. at 8:00 a.m. 
and will return to Peterborough at approximately 6:00 
p.m.  The cost is $45.00 and includes the bus, entry into 
the show and the show magazine.  Call or email Sally 
Rye at 749-6135 or krye2@cogeco.ca for more 
information or to reserve a space.  

COMING EVENTS - LOCAL 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES

LAKEFIELD

Tuesday, April 12th at 7:30 p.m. at Lakefield Marshland 
Centre – Marion Jarvie: "Hardy Gems for Southern 
Ontario."  This will be a fundraising event.  Admission 
is $5, by ticket.  Door prizes and refreshments are 
included.  Advance tickets are available at The Avant-
Garden Shop.   There are a limited number of seats. 
Contact Pam at 705-657-3072 or Brenda @ 705-743-
0068.

NORWOOD

Monday, March 21st at 7:30 p.m. at the Norwood 
Legion – Question and Answer – Master Gardeners

OMEMEE

Monday, March 21st at Trinity United Church, 
fellowship time from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Refreshments 
will be available at 7:15.  Meeting begins at 7:30. 
Speaker – Joyce Higgs – Square Foot Gardening 
(Gardening Above Ground)

MILLBROOK 
Wednesday, April 6th at 7:30 p.m. at St. Thomas Church 
Hall, Centre St, Millbrook –$2 Admission at the door 
Master Gardener Marg Hundt speaking on the "Benefits 
of House Plants" Contact Wendy 944-8912 or Joan 799-
5378 for more information

OTHER EVENTS

March 13 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. – Seedy Sunday is on 
at St. James United Church, 221 Romaine Street. 
Contact urbantomato@gmail.com for more information

March 15-20 –  Canada Blooms at the Direct Energy 
Centre Exhibition Park, Toronto.  For more information 
go to http://www.canadablooms.com/

March 19, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m., OHA District 4 Spring 
Get Together at the Peterborough Public Library. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

April 30 – 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Green Expo 
showcasing the best in green products, services and 
technologies at the Evinrude Centre.

Sunday, May 1, 2011 – 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. Hardy Plant 
Sale at Toronto Botanical Garden, Floral Hall.  Choice 
shrubs, select perennials, alpines and vendors.  For more 
information visit www.onrockgarden.com/plantsale
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Wednesday, April 6 – 7.30 p.m. at Victoria Hall, 
Cobourg.  Victoria Hall Volunteers present Food, Farms 
and the Future - Where Do We Grow from Here? 
Speakers include food columnist Sarah Elton speaking 
about her book, Locavore – From Farmers' Fields to 
Rooftop Gardens, How Canadians are Changing the 
Way We Eat, and sixth generation local farmer, Paul 
Burnham, current President of the Northumberland 
Federation of Agriculture addressing the issues 
surrounding the production, distribution and marketing 
of food in Northumberland County.  The evening will 
include an Information Marketplace for local food 
producers, door prizes and complimentary refreshments. 
Tickets are $20.00 from the Victoria Hall Concert Hall 
Box Office, 905-372-2210.  For more information, call 
905-349-3710, or email sarahholland@sympatico.ca

Ontario Horticultural Association Convention 

July 15-17 in Sudbury – Annual Convention – You don't 
have to be there to enter a number of categories.  Items 
can be mailed to the judges.  For more information go to 
http://www.gardenontario.org or see Dianne Westlake

Spring Fling

To welcome Spring, Griffin’s Greenhouses is once 
again, holding a SPRING FLING!  The event will be 
held at our greenhouse, 3026 Lakefield Road, on 
Saturday March 19.  Our SPRING FLING will include: 
“What’s New for Spring Seminar” at 10:00 a.m. - 
nformation about new plants for Spring and Summer 
2011.  This is a complimentary seminar; space is 
limited, so please call to register. A Workshop 'Oh La La 
C'est Printemps!' (It’s Spring!)” will be held at 1:00 p.m. 
A photo of the container and details can be found at 
www.griffisngreenhouses.com  Please register to join. 
SPRING FLING bonus for Horticultural Societies: . 
Each person, horticultural society member or not, who 
makes a purchase on Saturday March 19 will be asked 
where he/she would like his/her support “flung”. 

A Recipe for Flower Arranging – Check out Bloemen

This beautiful book called Bloemen is being sold as a 
fundraiser for the OHA 2011 Convention. It is a lovely, 
colourful book of recipes to create floral designs. The 
layout consists of a beautiful design on one page and, on 
the facing page is the list of what to buy to make it, and 
how to make it. The book is being sold for $20.00 while 
the bookstores are selling them for $25.00. The books 
will be available at the membership table.

EARLY GARDEN TASKS 
The snow has melted or at least is well on its way, the 
sun is shining and the air feels warm, certainly better than 
those icy blasts.  We become overwhelmed with the need 
to get out there and do something in the garden.  This is a 
great time to do some of the work before everything gets 
crazy and there is so much to do that we start spinning in 
circles.  But a word of caution, you may be causing 
damage in spite of your good intentions.  

If the soil has thawed in the area you choose to work in, 
then it is vitally important to protect the soil.  Standing 
on newly thawed, wet soil will compact it causing 
damage.  If you are working in a flower bed, stand or 
kneel on piece of wood to distribute your weight. 

Remember the 5 D’s of Pruning – branches that are dead, 
damaged, diseased, defective and desirable  Look and 
consider your actions carefully before you cut.  Once the 
cut is made, you cannot glue it back on.  

Cut back ornamental grasses to 3 to 4 inches before 
active growth begins.  Do not cut carex.  

Inspect your plants regularly.  Some perennials heave out 
of the ground during the freeze/thaw cycle.  Gently press 
them back into the thawed earth.  

Aggressive raking can harm delicate roots and pull out 
plants.  Leave debris to protect your plants and to feed 
the worms.  Stay off the lawn if possible – leave raking 
until the soil is drier. 

CONTEST TIME!
Here are the questions for the March Newsletter contest. 
Write your name on a piece of paper along with the 
answers to the 5 questions.  Use point form please. 
Deposit your guess in the container on the refreshment 
table at our March meeting.  All correct answers will go 
into a draw and the winner will be announced in the 
April Newsletter.  

1.What is the focus of the presentation at the District 4 
Get Together?  

2.What is the total amount awarded through PHS 
Scholarships over the years?

3.Who won the prize money in the 50/50 Draw at the 
February general meeting?

4.Where will the first prize of the Rotary Draw take the 
winner? 

5.What is the date of the PHS bus trip to Canada 
Blooms?  

If you did not cleanout your bird boxes in the fall, do it 
now.  Birds will be actively looking for nesting spots 
soon.




