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Happy New Year!

Welcome to the New Year and what better time to intro
duce change. This is the first edition of the Peterborough
Horticultural Society that is being sent electronically and
will not be mailed by Canada Post to our general mem
bership. However, it will continue to be mailed to our
Life Members who do not have email. There will be a
limited number of printed copies available at the January
General meeting for those members who do not have ac
cess to email or the Internet.

NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
AT 7:30.

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. with the meeting beginning at
7:30. Be sure to come early and enjoy a cup of coffee,
visit our library and get your 50/50 tickets.
Our speakers for this meeting are Joe and Hazel Cook
who will present Growing Delphiniums Joe and Hazel,
with their daughter Amy, have operated their family
owned business, Blossom Hill Nursery since 1994. They
specialize in Delphinium elatum and peonies. Located in
the rolling hills near Peterborough, the nursery is a won
derful place to enjoy the visual delights of these beautiful
plants from mid June to mid July and again in late au
tumn into the autumn. There is nothing like their fields of
delphiniums in bloom. Joe’s photos are always beautiful
and sharing them will be a wonderful way to spend a cold
January evening.

www.peterboroughgardens.ca

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our Annual General Meeting will be held at our January
meeting. Our Treasurer, Claire Sullivan, will present the
Financial Report and the Garden Show Report will be
given by committee chair, Rachel Burrows.
The following officers were elected at the November
meeting and will be installed at the AGM.
Society’s duly elected officers.
President
Pat deVilliers
1st Vice President
Pat Lounsbury
Secretary
Cathy Fraser
Treasurer
Claire Sullivan
Past President
Anne Milne
OneYear Directors: Julie Burch, Gail Deck, Pauline
Drake, Kathy Hewitt, Sally Rye
TwoYear Directors: Tammy Gibson, Shaun Pyper,
Monica White
Congratulations to everyone!

Please remember all members are welcomed to assist with
our committee work. If you are able to help out, we en
courage you to share your talents. There are many ways
to assist.

NOVEMBER MEETING

Victoria Whitney, Manager of Griffin’s Greenhouse,
shared her enthusiasm and wonderful ideas for winter ar
rangements. So artistic and she makes it look so easy.
We also thank her for ongoing support of PHS and for
donating her creation for the 50/50 Draw.

THANK YOU PHS MEMBERS

As a society, we donated 132 lbs. of food to Kawartha
Food Share. A total of 39 pairs of mittens, five scarves
and seven hats were also donated to Crossroads Shelter.
Your generosity is sincerely appreciated. Gail Deck
Welcome New Members

Susan Clifton, Jill Cobb, Andrew Crickmay, Judith
Graham, Leslie Graham, Pat Hay, Sharleen Pratt
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50/50

The November 50/50 draw was another hot one:
Seonaid Brailey won $146.00 – a tidy little sum just be
fore Christmas. There were also lots of table prizes:
We had a selection of amaryllis and paperwhite bulbs,
all purchased in October from Marjorie Mason which
were potted up in containers from Dollarama and
Griffin’s. A member named Ann donated a very pretty
floral plate, which the hospitality committee loaded up
with cookies. I commissioned two Christmas arrange
ments from our speaker, Victoria Whitney, which were
simply lovely, and the TSC store donated 7 bags of
tulips, each containing 50 bulbs. As if all of this wasn’t
enough, Victoria also very kindly donated the arrange
ment she created in her presentation. It was won by Di
anne Clarke. To those who donated and/or created
things: my sincere thanks. We get some wonderful
things for the prize table, and it often comes down to
the generosity and talent of our members.
I cannot remember who loaned me the Christmas hat,
but it certainly provided some entertainment. Note to
all members: I am not at all sure that I would make a
habit of themed hats. While it was certainly a novelty, I
kept expecting that one to yell “Gryffindor” or “Huffle
puff” or something equally magical. But it was fun, at
least. Dawna Rhodenhizer

MEMBERSHIP

It is time to renew your Peterborough Horticultural So
ciety membership for 2012. A Single Membership is
$15.00 and Family Membership is $20.00. When you
arrive at the January meeting, the membership table
will be set up in the hallway and you will be asked to
verify your contact information. Please check this in
formation carefully. Thanks to everyone who used the
Registration Express system. It seems to work well and
helps to reduce the lineup. To try to facilitate speedy
membership renewal at the January meeting, please
complete the membership form that was with the Octo
ber newsletter or can be found on the website. Alternat
ively, you can print your name, address, telephone
number, name of family members if you have a family
membership and email address on a piece of paper.
Have the correct change or cheque made payable to the
Peterborough Horticultural Society ready and your in
formation can be checked at a later time. For those
members who renewed at the October or November
meetings or by mail, your 2012 yearbook and member
ship card will be available at the registration desk at our
January meeting. Look for the sign indicating member
ship card pick up area.

BY MAIL

If you wish to mail your membership fee, send your
completed form and your cheque to P.O. Box 1372, Pe
terborough, Ontario, K9J 7H6, attention: membership.
Make your cheque payable to Peterborough Horticultural
Society. Do not send cash though the mail. Also note
that if your payment arrives in the Society’s mailbox
after the first Wednesday of the month, your membership
card and yearbook may not be available for pickup at the
following general meeting.

LIBRARY

Come have a look at our latest books in the Lib
rary..."Sugar Snaps and Strawberries", simple solutions
for creating your own smallspace edible garden; "The
Complete Guide to Saving Seeds"; "The Pruning Book"
completely revised and updated; "Trees Shrubs &
Hedges" – can't fail plant selection and care tips.

MASTER GARDENER

MasterGardener, a novel by Claire A. Sullivan, Peterbor
ough Horticultural Society member, will be available for
sale – signed by the author – at the January membership
meeting for $15.95. So, if you didn’t get this book in
your Christmas stocking now is your chance. Master
Gardener is locally available at The Avant Garden Shop,
Titles Bookstore and Gardens Plus.

BEAUTIFICATION GRANTS

We have received a thank you letter from the Kawartha
Public Library in Apsley for the grant money they were
given to purchase an assortment of shrubs and perenni
als. The Riverview Park and Zoo also wrote to thank us
for our generous donation, which they used to renovate
their sundial garden. According to the volunteers at Pe
terborough Red Cross, they were able to purchase many
perennials and shrubs in the autumn to rejuvenate their
gardens with the money they obtained. We have also re
ceived “before and after” pictures of their projects. Pat
Lounsbury, Chair

LUGAMUG

Why not make a New
Year’s Resolution to
bring your own mug
to every meeting? It
is good for the
environment.
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TIME

TO LOOK AT

SEED CATALOGUES

Seed catalogues are arriving and looking at the beautiful
photos, reading the descriptions and dreaming is a won
derful way to spend these cold and snowy days. Perhaps
this is the year to try growing a completely new plant.
Links to online catalogues can be found at
http://peterboroughgardens.ca/Links.html

ONTARIO ROCK GARDEN
PLANT SOCIETY

AND

HARDY

Members of The Ontario Rock Garden and Hardy Plant
Society in Toronto dedicate the first week of January to
the packaging of 949 plant species. Last year the seed ex
change listed a whopping 1284 species. The society fo
cuses on alpine and hardy plants. Members volunteer
their time to run a "seed exchange" that has an interactive
seed list, one of kind globally, and also has one of the best
germination guides which is being continuously updated
for more than eight years – tried and true information.
You can find all of this and more on their website at
www.onrockgarden.com

ERNIE BOCKMANN

Sadly Ernie died on November 5th, 2011 at 84. Ernie al
ways had a smile and a kind word for his fellow garden
ers.
He enjoyed woodworking and often donated
birdhouses for our 50/50 Draw.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

Please Note:
Two events at the Toronto Botanical Garden, Get the
Jump on Spring and the Southern Ontario Orchid Soci
ety’s February Orchid Show have been delayed until 2013
due to parking restraints. The parking lot has been under
construction since fall using green technology and is ex
pected to be completed in late spring 2012.

CHANGE OF VENUE
MEETING

FOR THE

MARCH 2012

The March 28th meeting will be held at Mark Street
United Church, 90 Hunter St. East in East City (across
from Tim Horton's). Guest speaker will be Joyce Higgs
and her topic will be "Square Foot Gardening". NOTE –
this change is for the March meeting only.

OMEMEE

No meeting in January.

Monday, February 20 at Trinity United Church, fellow
ship time from 7 to 7:30. Refreshments will be available
at 7:15. Meeting begins at 7:30. Paula Anderson –
Community Gardens

OTHER EVENTS

Seedy Sunday – Sunday, March 11, – location TBA

Canada Blooms – March 16 – 25 at the Direct Energy
Centre
Success with Gardening – April 12 – 15 at the Interna
tional Centre

June 24 – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Northumberland in Bloom
– The Big Sisters Big Brothers Heart of Northumberland
Garden Tour
I resolve:

New Year’s Resolutions

1. To learn more about bugs and biological controls.
2. To sit and enjoy the garden every day.

3. To be more tolerant of imperfections in the garden –
nature is not perfect.

LOCAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES

4. To plant a tree.

Tuesday, February 14 at 7:30 p.m. at Lakefield Marshland
Centre – Joe Cook – Choosing and Maintaining Your
Tools

7. To update one area of the garden at a time.

LAKEFIELD

NORWOOD

Monday, January 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Norwood Legion
– Joyce Higgs – Hastings – Catherine Parr Trail and Nat
ive Wildflowers for the Garden
Monday, February 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Norwood Legion
– Brenda Ibey – The Avant Garden Shop, Peterborough –
The Best Tool for the Job.

5. To buy locally.

6. To start some of my plants from seed.
8. To collect more rainwater and use it.
9. To remove failing trees.

10. To try a new variety of plant.

11. To compost more and make better use of the city
composting facility.

12. Divide perennials to fill spaces and to donate to our
fabulous plant sale.
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advice, especially when trees and shrubs become
overgrown and perennial beds grow totally out of control.
And this happens to even the best of gardeners!
There is work to be done outside as well. It is essential
that we all keep in shape and what better way than to
shovel snow. Because our winters have become so
unpredictable, snow is to be counted as a blessing which
insulates lawns and flower beds. This past December we
experienced the worst weather conditions for evergreens
and shrubs. First came freezing rain, then heavy snow
followed by bitter cold. Trees and shrubs were bent over
under the weight of the snow which hardened into a
concrete like substance. Fortunately these conditions do
not occur often so to avoid damage to evergreens and
shrubs, brush off heavy accumulations of snow.

Ann Greer-Wooten
While preparing this edition of the newsletter, I found
this article, which was published a number of years ago
in the Peterborough Examiner. It was written by the late
Ann Greer-Wootten who was President of the
Peterborough Horticultural Society for many years.

WHAT GARDENERS

DO IN

WINTER

Ann Greer-Wootten

Most people in our area think you can garden for only a
relatively short period between the last frost, usually in
mid May, and the first frost of autumn, often in
September. But it is possible to garden for twelve
months of the year in Peterborough. It all depends on
what you think of as gardening. Let's start with January,
one of the bleakest months of the year. This is the month
to dream, plan and prepare for the new gardening year.
By now most of the seed catalogues are in and it's time
to fill our orders and even to start sowing some annuals,
like geraniums.
If you are planning a new garden or renovating an old
one, this is the month to start. It may sound insane, but if
you need the advice of an expert, now is the time to call
in a landscaper. Just try waiting until May and you will
be totally out of luck. A good landscaper is like an artist
and will approach your garden as if it were a canvas. If
you want to do the actual hard physical work yourself
then a landscaper can provide you with a plan. Even the
most experienced gardener often needs an expert's

Remember to feed the birds all winter, as they are a
gardener's best friends. It is impossible to keep squirrels
away from bird feeders. Each autumn I plant hundreds of
bulbs and I have never had a problem with squirrels
digging them up because I feed the rodents regularly once
the weather turns cold. Feed them peanuts and they are
less likely to dig up your bulbs. In the spring you may
find peanuts buried in beds; just treat them as compost.
In a winter when there is not a lot of snow, stockpile this
precious insulating material and then spread it on
perennial and rose beds. If you cannot get exercise from
shoveling, get out and walk regularly. Gardening is hard
on the back and knees, so in order to save aching muscles
in May, keep in shape all winter by going for a brisk walk
each day.
Gardening tends to be a solitary experience and yet
gardeners love to share tips, exchange plants and plan
trips together. If you do not belong to a horticulture
society or gardening club, January is the month to join.
Peterborough, Omemee, Lakefield and Norwood have
horticulture societies and Millbrook has a garden club.
Gardeners are usually the most friendly and generous
people and will welcome you warmly.
Winter in the Kawarthas is a magical season. The days
start getting longer. There will be many days ahead when
we will have brilliant sunshine so enjoy and celebrate the
season.
Why not check out some great sites on the Internet?

Gardens Central http://www.gardenswest.com/
Garden Making http://www.gardenmaking.com/
Ontario Gardener http://www.localgardener.net/

Or ‘Google’ a topic of your choice using a few key words.

