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Wednesday May 25 @ 7pm @ Peterborough Lions Centre!
Susan Chan "Pollinator Garden Design"
Our first IN PERSON event in over 2 years, and we
couldn't be more excited!
Sue Chan is our local “bee expert.” We’re thrilled to have her
back. Her enthusiasm for these little pollinators is
contagious! Sue will talk about the importance of pollinators and
also give us some tips on designing the perfect pollinator
garden. You’ll have all the tools and tips in hand to attract bees,
butterflies and hummingbirds to your garden.
Susan Chan is a pollination biologist with a keen interest in crop
pollination by wild bees. Her special area of expertise is the
fascinating relationship between pumpkin and squash crops and
the solitary wild hoary squash bee that is entirely dependent on
them for survival in Ontario. Susan recently completed her Ph.D.
on the effects of pesticides on ground-nesting bees. She is a
proud resident of Selwyn Township where she farms with her
family using permaculture techniques to grow food, flowers, and
raise chickens and sheep. Susan is also MJ's country neighbour!

President’s Message:
I’m writing this message after the most beautiful day yet this spring – I think it hit 25 degrees C this
afternoon. Incredible. I hope that everyone spent at least part of this day in a GARDEN! It only
gets better from this day forward which is the best news at this time of year. 😊
Two weeks from this writing (Wednesday May 25), we will be meeting in-person at the Peterborough
Lions Centre at 374 Burnham Street. Some of our newer members may have never set foot in this
building even though we’ve been meeting there for years
before the pandemic. We welcome everyone. For the
comfort of everyone, we would strongly encourage
masking that evening. We will not be having a
refreshment station, but the library will be open – especially
for those of you that borrowed books in January 2020!
Also, sadly, we will not be having CAKE at this meeting.
We are reserving the CAKE for our June meeting, though! 😊
It will be amazing to see old and new friends alike that
evening. This is, remember, the YEAR OF THE GARDEN, and
we are all GARDENERS! Woot. 😊
❖ MJ Pilgrim
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PHS Plant Sale, Saturday May 28 at 9am:
We are in need of volunteers, plant and garden items to make this once again a successful event.
To sign up to help organize and sort for Friday night, (May 27), 6-8pm; or Saturday morning,
8:00am, you can email me at anitaclifford@bell.net or call me at 705-748-0267. Plants and garden
decor can be dropped off Friday night between 6-8 p.m. at Westdale United Church. It’s always a
fun time that evening!
We would ask that donations of plants be put in pots so that plants could be sold for
$5.00, $10.00. Please don’t contribute any invasive plants!
I look forward to getting together once again. We will be following Covid guidelines to ensure safety
for everyone involved.
❖ Anita Clifford

New Binoculars

While escaping the Peterborough cold in March, I decided to buy
myself some new binoculars. I have my Dad's old ones but they are
large and bulky, rather awkward. I bought a mini set, so much
easier to handle.Now I can see the movement in my garden is not a
leaf stirring in the wind, it's a chipmunk or a small bird poking
around. And the bird at my feeder or up in my tree is no longer a colourless blur. It's a lovely
yellow warbler with black striped wing bars! I'm so glad I bought the binoculars. I now look forward
to seeing more returning birds and maybe some butterflies too.
❖ Shaun Pyper

Hutchison House Needs Plants!
The following historically accurate plants are on the list for hopeful donations from Hutchison House.
• Pinks
• Cardinal flower
• Perennial Foxglove
• Perennial geranium
• Columbine
• Lily of the Valley
• Coreopsis, Bleeding Heart
• Honeysuckle vine
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The best day for plant dropoff is Thursday mornings as the house gardeners are generally there. The
location is at 270 Brock Street, diagonally opposite from Fleming Park near Bethune & Brock.
Questions? Call Marjorie at 613 850 7199

A Few Uses for Baking Soda in the Garden

1. To stimulate blooming of cut flowers in a vase, add 1 tbsp. baking soda to 2 litres of water. To
stimulate blooming of Begonias, Hydrangeas, and Geraniums in the garden water once a
month with the same solution.
2. INSECT INFESTATION: 1 gallon of water, 1 tbsp. Olive oil, 1 Tbsp. Baking soda, 12 drops pf
liquid dish soap. Blend and put in a spray bottle and spray every 3 days until insects gone.
3. SPIDER MITES AND APHIDS: 2 cups water,2/3 cup of olive oil, 1 tsp. baking soda. Blend and
pour into spray bottle. Spray on affected areas every 2 days. Will not harm beneficial insects.
Store solution in an area away from heat so the oil won’t go rancid too quickly.
4. SWEETER TOMATOES: sprinkle baking soda on the soil that surrounds them, then water.
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5. NATURAL ANT KILLER: Mix and equal amount of baking soda and Powdered sugar and
sprinkle over ant hills. The ant will carry this back to their nests killing the ants within. Do not
use granulated sugar as they will eat it and leave the baking soda behind.
6. KILL CRABGRASS AND WEEDS: Saturate weeds with water. Apply a thick coat of baking soda
at base of plant and directly on leaves.
Enjoy your Garden, but not the little bugs and weeds!!
❖ Annie English

Princess Gardens is looking for
Volunteers
Would any of our members be interested in volunteering
once a month to run a program with the residents at
Princess Gardens? They supply the money for all projects.
Anything from flower pressing cards to planting annuals or
summer patio planters. If you’re interested, call Jennifer
Dalzell, Activity Director at Princess Gardens. The time
commitment is fairly nominal; about an hour and half once a
month.
Jennifer Dalzell, Princess Gardens, 100 Charlotte,
Peterborough (705) 750-1234 ext 5015

Gathering Your Collective Wisdom

This month rather than pick a topic and do my research, I thought I would use our newsletter as a
platform to ask all our wise members for their tips and tricks on a particular issue I’m having….
When I go to plant bulbs in the fall, I find it very difficult to remember what my spring garden
actually looks like, so it’s difficult to figure out where to add bulbs. When spring comes, I always
think: now why didn’t I put some there?? When I’m splitting off plants in the spring like phlox which
I have in three different colours, I often can’t remember which colour come up where, so I have no
idea what I’m digging up….
Similarly, I often struggle to recall what my fully grown-in garden looks like, so when I am planting
in the spring, I can’t remember what the footprint of some of my larger plants will be so that I don’t
plant things too close. Maybe I’ve just got a bad memory, but I feel certain I’m not the first person
to have these issues!
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One solution I thought of was to try to take photos every 3-4 weeks of my garden beds at different
stages. I also thought of trying to make a garden plan, but I have quite a bit of property and that
idea feels daunting. Then I thought that likely our members have all kinds of other suggestions as to
how to overcome these challenges, so I decided to put it out to the group. If you have a method
that works, drop us a line by reply email and I will publish all your great ideas in our next
newsletter. I look forward to all your input!
Thanks in advance,
❖ Mary-Rose Daigle

Jumping Worms? Yikes!
Does the thought of ‘jumping worms’
make you want to jump out of your skin?
Me too! Sorry to say, they’re a real thing.
While I haven’t heard of them arriving
where we are (yet!), vigilance is highly
recommended.
Why? Because left to their own devices,
they’ll destroy the soil your plants depend
on for their nutrients.
*Photo courtesy of Invasive Species
Centre
Here’s what I learned from the Invasive Species Center:
Jumping worms eat their way through the top layer of organic matter, which makes it difficult for
plants to root and gather nutrients from the soil. As if that’s not bad enough, jumping worm castings
degrade soil, leaving it inhospitable to native plants and more likely to erode.
There are a few ways to differentiate jumping worms. They do thrash crazily when you come upon
them while digging in the garden, unlike earth worms who slowly slither away in the hope you didn’t
see them. The other give away is a milky white ring around its body, flush with the skin and about a
third of the way down from its head, unlike earthworm’s ring, which is pinker and somewhat raised.
Its skin is also smoother, glossier and more rubbery than earthworms.
If you see a jumping worm in your garden, kill it. And report it (www.invasivespeciescenter.ca).
Reporting is super important so that all gardeners, farmers, and naturalists can keep informed on
this issue.
As I said, I’m not aware of sightings in these parts so my plan is to enjoy my garden. Sure, I’ll keep
an eye out for anything that looks odd, but it’s business as usual here: let the digging, planting,
growing, watering, blooming and harvesting begin!
❖ Sandra Caswell

Landscape Fabric: Hero or Villain?
You're tired of dealing with weeds, and you're building a new garden. The best thing to do is to first
lay down some landscape fabric, right? As a landscaper, my answer in 95% of the cases is a strong
"No, it's a bad idea". It's touted as a problem solver -- it blocks weed growth from underneath and
you'll have a problem-free garden for years. Unfortunately, like with many other advertised
products, this isn’t exactly true.
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If used properly and in the best situations, landscaping fabric
does have its benefits, but it does have its drawbacks. It's not
a chemical solution, so that's good for the planet. The cheap
stuff is, well, relatively cheap. It can help to retain moisture in
the garden.
It might work for a time in reducing weeds in an area, but the
unwanted growth eventually rears its ugly head despite the
weed barrier, and if it's even possible, the problem will be
worse after a few years. You will end up with soil that isn’t as
healthy, which can affect your plants and their health. It
prevents earthworms from aerating the soil because they
cannot dig to the surface. The soil cannot be replenished with
organic matter. It's horrible to remove after the fact. The soil
underneath will be hard and lifeless.
For my clients, the only time I'll suggest landscape fabric is when they ask for a row of river rock
under the eaves and close to the foundation of the house where almost nothing grows anyway. I'll
take the 4-foot landscape fabric and double it into a 2-foot row which is generally the width of the
roof eaves. I then anchor it with the river rock, and it looks great, at least for the short term. Over
time, silt and dust and leaves will blow into that area, creating a welcome environment for, you
guessed it, weeds. Sigh. Heavy cardboard topped with mulch is a good alternative. Keep your
garden healthy by taking a pass on the landscape fabric. 😊
❖ MJ Pilgrim

Springtime and Mother’s Day Giggles!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Which month of the year is the shortest?.....................................May. It only has three letters.
Why is Star Wars‘ Yoda such a good gardener?.......................................He has a green thumb.
What did the dirt say to the rain?.......................You’d better cut it out, or my name will be mud!
What do gardeners wear on their legs?................................................................Garden hose
What is a flower’s favorite kind of pickle?...............................................................A daffo-dill
How do you plant a kiss in spring?......................................................................With two lips
I just opened a flower shop………………………………………………………………………………Business is blooming!
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8. What’s the best flower for a boy to give on Mother’s Day?......................................A son-flower
9. Did you hear about the flower who went on a date with another flower?....It’s a budding romance.

and something appropriate for the times……..

I hope all of you Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts and Sisters
etc., had lovely Mother’s Days last Sunday!!
❖ Donna-Marie Fennell
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Agra-Wool for Flower Arrangements
There’s a new environmentally friendly version of
floral foam blocks and it was introduced by the OHA
on the Earth Day celebration with Sean James. If
you’re interested in purchasing some, please do let
us know.
Introduction to Agra-Wool

Activities in the Area
Steve Thomson, Beekeeper Extraordinaire, is offering a free 3-hour introductory beekeeping
workshop to anyone interested. Contact Steve at stephann777@gmail.com.
Ennismore Garden Club is getting a limited supply of Barn Yard Gold due to arrive on the long Weekend. If you are
interested let us know asap. Bags of BYG are $10.50 each. Contact: ennismoregardenclub@gmail.com

Stirling & District Horticultural Society’s JULY 16-17 FLOWER FESTIVAL & GARDEN TOUR
celebrating 125 years of Horticulture in Stirling! ADVANCE TICKETS are now on sale to members of
OHA Garden Clubs and Societies. The garden tour is on Saturday, and the Flower Show is on Sunday.
See this link for more information. Purchase a $30 2-Day Pass, valid for BOTH days by clicking this
link: SDHS 2-DAY PASS (July 16 & 17) Best value!
Plant Sale at Thomas A. Stewart Secondary School on Saturday May 28, 2022, 8am to noon.
Citronella, Herbs, Many tomatoes, Veggies, Cannas and Houseplants. TASS is located at 1009 Armour
Rd. N. and the plant sale will take place inside the greenhouse. Come early for the best selection.
The BRIGHTON GARDEN CLUB annual plant auction is happening Tuesday May 10, 2022 at the King
Edward Park Arena Community Centre, 81 Elizabeth Street, at 7.00 pm. Viewing begins at 6:30pm.
GreenUP Ecology Park is holding its official Grand-Reopening of the Native Plant & Tree Nursery on
Saturday, May 21, 2022, 10am-4pm. The Nursery is the place to source your native trees, shrubs,
wildflowers as well as compost, cedar mulch, and wood chips. Garden veggie plants and annuals will be
for sale on opening day, but only until supplies run out!
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